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' Rhea Taylor / County Mayor
Mey 29, 2008

Ms. Kym Davis Rogers
1).8. Deparonent of Justics
Civil Rigluts Division, Educational Opportunitics Section
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N'W. - Patrick Heary Puilding
Wasldngten, D.C, 20530

Deax Ms. Rogers,

The Board of County Commissioners of Fayette Coanty only receptly became awars that the county’s school
Ssystem was rot in compliance with the court-ordered desegregation plan. A few weeks ago we forther leamed
that you had requested a comrective plan be submitted to you by May 15.

Wcmundusimxdﬂlmbuﬂ&;gmmlsm chamging boundary lines and grade assignments should not
have been undertakon without first copsulting the Depsetment of Justice andfor the cournt.

It hag also come to cur attention that Somcrville Elevocutary was ordered 10 be closed in 1575. While thar ooprse
of action may have beep indicated at the tme, it may 1o Jonpes be appropriate, Several yeacs ago, the principal

- and stef¥ developed a plan to jmprove the school, As 2 result of their fforts, Somervilie Elcmemtary is now our
most outstanding clementary school.

The county has experienoed quite 2 bit of growth in recent years, Afthough this has not resulred in 2 significant
imcrease in school attendance thus far, the demograpiucs of the county have changed.

Hather than pake hasty adjustments to our school system based on a plan that in acw 33 years old, we would
like to suggest that 2 new plan be developed to address racial balancs and other edocational needs for the ceunty
as itis today,

Over the consse of the 1ast few momhs. the Coumy Commpission and the Boand of Education have agreed to
purchase and iroplement bus ronting software from Edulog, Inc. Utilizing this software shonld enabie us to
provide more efficient transportation for our shadents, In addition, we will be getting the boundary planning
module 50 that fact-based analysey of school configurations, boundary adiastraents and forare school sites can be
performexd. ‘ ,

1t was our origioal intent 10 bave the software implemented by the end of this summer, Due to an imanticipated
delay in the approval process, the scheduls hay been chifted to the fall, Atthat timwe, all stodent inforrantion
shoutd be on-ling and svailable for usc by the boundsry planning modele,

We have also contacted Dz Larry Winecoft, the coort-appointed educational conmitant who doveloped the
previouz plans. Dr. Wingcoff is now retired and is willing to assist Fapette Comnty in developing a new plan.

It is our belief that Dr. Wineood s expertise couplad with a state-of-the-art analytica! teol will provide Faycre
County with a comprchensive, forward-Jooking ptan that will set our school system on 2 positive cairse £or the
funare,

As the Jegislative body for the county, we are commiticd-to providing the fumds needed to implement the
seftware: and to scoure Dr. Winecoff's services, We wonid prealy appreciste your consideraton of this propossl.

Sincerely, -7 - o
.. Gt
Rhea Taylor, Chairman and Coumty Mayor ae ice Chainman and Budget Chairmam
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